
 

Tri-County/City Soil & Water Conservation District 

ςπςπ ,Ȣ 'ÏÒÄÏÎ Ȱ,ÉÎËȱ ,ÉÎËÏÕÓ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ 

 L. Gordon Linkous has been an esteemed colleague, mentor, advisor, and friend to countless Tri-County/City District Directors, 
staff, and area residents. The scholarship is named for Mr. Linkous in honor of his 60 years of dedicated service to the conservation 
of natural resources within the District. 
 

Hailing from Blacksburg, Mr. Linkous arrived in the area in 1958 where he began to work for the USDAΩs Soil Conservation Service 
(now the Natural Resources Conservation Service or NRCS). At that time, the District had no paid staff, and it was USDAΩs staff who 
planned and implemented technical projects and provided services on the DistrictΩs behalf. After 30 years with USDA, Mr. Linkous 
retired only to be pressed back into service and promptly hired by Tri-County/City as the organizationΩs first District Manager. 
Mr. Linkous served as District Manager for the next eight years, laying the groundwork for many of the DistrictΩs programs we 
operate today. Following a second άretirement,έ he was elected by City of Fredericksburg voters to serve on the DistrictΩs Board of 
Directors. After stepping down from the elected position, the Board then appointed Mr. Linkous as an Associate Director. 
 

During Mr. LinkousΩ сл years with the District, he designed and installed numerous conservation projects; increased the adoption 
of conservation-focused best management practices by farmers and other citizens; and raised awareness of people of all ages 
about natural resource conservation. 
 

In recognition of his numerous contributions, the [Φ DƻǊŘƻƴ ά[ƛƴƪέ [ƛƴƪƻǳǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ serves to support and inspire future 
stewards and leaders following in the footsteps of extraordinary conservationists such as Mr. Linkous. 

 The [Φ DƻǊŘƻƴ ά[ƛƴƪέ [ƛƴƪƻǳǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ promotes the education of 

Tri-County/City Soil & Water Conservation District resident students 

pursuing scientific and technical fields that emphasize natural resource 

conservation, environmental protection, and/or environmental studies. 

 +    Demonstrate how educational interest relates to the conservation  
       of natural resources. 
 

+    Provide most recent official school transcript. A copy of a school 
       transcript will not be accepted. 
 

+    Provide letters of recommendation from 3 non-family references. 
 

+    Return completed application form and all supplementary materials  
        by пΥол ta on ммκмκнлмф to 

+    Applicant must reside in King George, Spotsylvania, Stafford, or    
       Fredericksburg. 
 

+    Applicant must be pursuing a degree in the fields of natural 
       resource conservation such as forestry, soils, hydrology, 
       agriculture, wildlife, natural resource management, or 
       environmental sciences. 
 

+    Applicant must document a class ranking in the top 20% of his or  
       her graduate class OR a 3.0 or greater Grade Point Average OR 
       appropriate equivalent of individual scholastic achievement. 
 

+    Applicant must be either a rising or current student of an 
       accredited higher education institution for the 2020-2021 
       academic year on either a part-time or full-time basis. 

¢Ǌƛ-/ƻǳƴǘȅκ/ƛǘȅ {²/5 

пумм /ŀǊǊ 5ǊƛǾŜ 

CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎΣ ±! ннплу 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мΣ нлмф 

пΥол ta 

Application Deadline. Must be received by Tri-County/City Soil & 

Water Conservation District. 

9ŀǊƭȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎΣ нлнл Scholarship recipient will be announced. 



 

)-0/24!.4ȡ In addition to the ,Ȣ 'ÏÒÄÏÎ Ȱ,ÉÎËȱ ,ÉÎËÏÕÓ 
3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ, Tri-County/City also chooses a candidate from its 
applicants to be considered for the VASWCD College Scholarship. 
All applicants who are ÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÆÕÌÌ-ÔÉÍÅ ÆÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ ÌÅÖÅÌ 

ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ will be considered. 

 
To promote the education of Virginia citizens in technical fields with natural 

resource conservation and environmental protection. 

To give financial support to students majoring in or showing a strong desire to 
major in a course curriculum related to natural resource conservation and/or 

environmental studies. 
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Four $1,000 scholarships will be given to 
statewide winners. 

 

Two scholarships are awarded on behalf of the VASWCD 
Education Foundation and two scholarships are awarded on 

behalf of the Virginia Chapter of the Soil & Water Conservation 
Society. A check will be issued directly to the selected institution 

of higher education on behalf of the student. 

Applications submitted by Tri-County/City will be reviewed and screened by the Scholarship/Awards Committee. All 
applications and information contained therein shall remain confidential. Nominations from the Committee will 
be submitted to the VASWCD Educational Foundation Board of Directors for final approval. 

The mission of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation DistrictΩs Educational Foundation, Inc. is to 
provide educational opportunities to citizens of Virginia to become good stewards of the environment and natural 
resources for the benefit of all. VirginiaΩs Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Virginia Chapter of the Soil and 
Water Conservation Society, memorial gifts and other contributions have provided initial funding for the Foundation. 

All programs and services of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation DistrictΩs Educational Foundation, 
Inc. are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital 
status, or disability. All submitted paperwork is confidential and becomes the property of the VASWCDEF. 



Last                                                   First                                                   Middle 
1. ApplicantΩs Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. County or City of Residence: _________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Local Soil & Water Conservation District: ________Tri-County/City Soil & Water Conservation District______________ 

5. Home Telephone Number: __________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Date of Birth: ____________________________   7. Email: ________________________________________________ 

8. How did you learn about the scholarship? ______________________________________________________________ 

!ǧŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŜŀƭΦ  

1. High School Attending or Attended: ___________________________________________________________________ 

2. Anticipated or Date of Graduation: ____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Number of students in your class: ______________________   Class Rank: ____________________________________ 

4. Scholastic Average (GPA): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  College Planning to Attend or Attending: LƴŎƭǳŘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ bŀƳŜ ϧ [ƻŎŀǝƻƴ 

     (1) ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     (2) ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Intended Field of Study or Major: _____________________________________________________________________ 

!ǧŀŎƘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 

List any environmental leadership or activity experience - designating if high school or college experience - you may have 
including participation in Envirothon, Youth Conservation Camp, 4-H, Future Farmers of America (FFA), etc. 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

!ǧŀŎƘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 

List all other organizations and important extracurricular activities - designating if high school or college experience - in which 
you have or currently are participating.  Indicate any activities in which you hold or have held office and note which position. 
Include other activities such as athletics, music, drama, dance, public speaking, clubs, societies, public events/exhibits or 
awards, list honors or letters earned. 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

!ǧŀŎƘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 

List any other volunteer or paid experiences including your position, date of service, and brief description of duties. 

      1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

      2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀ ƳŜǊƛǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ !ǧŀŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ 

       1. Are you applying for or will you receive a scholarship or loan from other sources?   tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻƴŜΦ    YES      NO 

       2. LŦ ȅŜǎΣ please list loan and/or scholarship sources and estimated amounts that you are applying for: 

            ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       3. In addition to the above, financing for your education will primarily come from: _______________________________ 

       4. Do you have other circumstances (ex. first generation college student, multiple siblings in college, etc.) or a personal  
           situation you would like to share? _____________________________________________________________________ 

Attach recommendation letters from at least 3 references—other than family members—who can provide additional 
information about your academic and community activities. Share with your references that the purpose of this 
scholarship is to promote through education the conservation of our natural resources by providing financial support to 
students majoring in or showing a strong desire to major in a curriculum related to natural resource conservation or 
environmental studies. List below details on those from whom you have requested recommendation letters. 

       1. Name of Reference: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

            Position/Relation of Applicant: ____________________________   Telephone: _______________________________ 

            Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       2. Name of Reference: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

            Position/Relation of Applicant: ____________________________   Telephone: _______________________________ 

            Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       3. Name of Reference: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

            Position/Relation of Applicant: ____________________________   Telephone: _______________________________ 

            Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attach a typed essay of approximately 500-650 words describing yourself and your involvement/interest in the 
environment. Address what you feel is the most important environmental issue in your community and why. How can you 
assist and promote leadership in the conservation of natural resources? 

¢IL{ {9/¢Lhb hb[¸ w9[!¢9{ ¢h ¢I9 [Φ Dhw5hb ά[LbYέ [LbYh¦{ {/Ih[!w{ILtΦ 

Attach typed short essay responses of approximately 100-350 words to the following questions: 

       1. Why have you selected the chosen major/intended field of study and how does it relate to natural resource 
             conservation? 

       2. How do you intend to use your degree in a natural resources career? 

In submitting this application, I hereby certify that the information provided is complete and accurate to the best of my 
knowledge. Falsification of information may result in termination of any scholarship granted. If declared a recipient of this 
scholarship, I will provide the VASWCD a statement that may be used for publicity purpose. 

       Applicant: __________________________________________________________   Date: _________________________ 

       Parent/Guardian: ____________________________________________________   Date: _________________________ 

Sponsoring SWCD: _____Tri-County/City_______ SWCD Contact Phone Number: ______όрплύ срс—нплм_____ 

SWCD Staff Point of Contact Regarding Scholarships: _______________Mariya Hudick_____________________ 

wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ - !ǧŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ LƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ hŶŎƛŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ [ŜǧŜǊǎ ƻŦ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴΣ 9ǎǎŀȅǎ ϧ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ. 


